LETTER TO LUNG/RAWW MEMBERS.
October 2007

Dear Members

PLANNING APPLICATION O7/P1347. ATKINSON MORLEY’S HOSPITAL SITE.

The application for this site proposes the use, renovation and extension of the old hospital building. Significant inroads into the Metropolitan Open Land will be required to accommodate buildings, bus turning circle and car parks.

The hospital building is generally regarded as preferable to the previously approved (1996) intensive housing scheme.

A revised application is submitted, it includes an amendment to the MOL boundary and other small changes. These can be viewed on Merton’s website (www.merton.gov.uk/planning) - Go to Planning Explorer/Specific application - Application Number 07/P1347).

No specific proposals have been prepared for the Metropolitan Open Land, (the important and major part of the site) and without them, the application becomes unacceptable since they are listed as Requirements under Merton’s Approved Planning Brief for the site... They are:
· A public footpath/cycle path through the site

· Provision of public access to the open space

· The playing fields are reused and new or refurbished appropriate ancillary facilities provided.

The developer, Laguna Quay Limited, who have not revealed the identity of their principals, proposes:

· A new route for the footpath, across the fields, close to the border of the woodlands, to be unlit,  open only during the hours of daylight and fenced on both sides.

· Security fencing around the site, with no public access.

· Stated intention of restoration of playing fields without any plans.

We are looking to Laguna Quay to be a good neighbour to the local community it operates within. At various times in the past, people have made promises about this site that have not been kept. We need Laguna Quay to listen to local people and shown they want to be a good neighbour by offering the small but significant changes we are looking for:
· Genuine dialogue and compromise over path design.

· Informal leisure access to the open space.

· Maintenance of the playing fields and pavilion

· The footpath continued in perpetuity.

The major objectives of local groups have been to achieve a well-designed built development whilst retaining the open character and integrity of the open space and playing fields.

The new application would appear to severely restrict access – we would view this precious resource through high wire fences. AND NO GUARANTEES THAT ANY PROMISES WILL BE FULFILLED.  PLEASE WRITE URGENTLY TO MERTON COUNCIL TO OBJECT TO THIS LOSS OF OUR VILLAGE GREEN.  SOME POINTS YOU MAY WISH TO INCLUDE;

· The proposals build into the Metropolitan Open Land for hospital, car parks and bus circle.
· We regard the proposals for the footpath as unacceptable and unsafe.

· The footpath should not be fenced on the western side open to the fields. This is unsafe. We have shown that we have used the existing footpath for more than 20 years.
· We wish continued access to the MOL for informal recreation by local people, allowing the same levels of access as has existed for many years.

· Reinstated playing fields and sports pavilion should be accessible to local schools and clubs throughout the week.

PLEASE WRITE TO: 

Stephen Hammond (hammonds@parliament.uk). House of Commons, Westminster, SW1A 0AA

Councillor S. George (Samantha.george@merton.gov.uk
Councillor DianeNeil Mills (diane.neilmills@merton.gov.uk) 

Lynn Carpenter  (lynn.carpenter@merton.gov.um) 

Michaela.Mercer. (Michaela.mercer@merton.gov.uk)

OR AT: London Borough of Merton, Civic Centre,  MORDEN, SM4 5DX.

