ATKINSON MORLEY’S HOSPITAL SITE
PLANNING APPLICATIONS NO’S 1746, 1755, 1758, 1759
DEVELOPMENT OF HOSPITAL AND FIRS FLATS, COPSE HILLSW20
Planning application submitted on behalf of St. George’s Trust for the redevelopment of: 
The Atkinson Morley’s Hospital, The Firs (nurses) flats and the Metropolitan Open Land.

The Residents’ Association of West Wimbledon, North West Wimbledon Residents’ Association, the Wimbledon Society and LUNG all object strongly to this planning application. 


· Proposals remain unchanged from the scheme shown at LUNG’s meeting of 17 March at King’s College School despite oral and written objections made in March, April and June.

· The proposals conflict with Merton Council’s Planning Brief and The Draft London Plan (Mayor of London)

· LOCAL PEOPLE HAVE NOT BEEN CONSULTED IN THE PREPARATION OF THIS SCHEME

OBJECTIONS:

1.
High Density Housing:
The Copse Hill area is described as suburban with low transport access (the 200 bus only). The proposals are more appropriate for an urban setting such as a town centre. They comprise:


Hospital site:104 new dwellings. (3-storey houses and 5-storey blocks of flats).


Firs site: 45 dwellings. Low quality affordable housing (4/5 storey blocks of bedsits and small flats). Affordable accommodation in low-quality development. It should be integrated into the scheme for key workers and their families to ensure a high quality development.

2. Scale and Mass: 
The impact on Copse Hill would be over-dominant, with semi-detached, three-storey houses just 2 5 metres from the front boundary, rising to five storeys. The current setting of the hospital building set well back from the road screened by trees would be largely replaced by a mass of buildings with very few trees.

3. Trees:
All the trees in front of the hospital building would be lost within the development with the exception of the oak and copper beech – although protection of tree roots uncertain.


70 trees will go, 35 in order to enable the development.

THIS IS IN ADDITION TO THE 12 SWEET CHESTNUT TREES WHICH THE  HOSPITAL SEEKS TO REMOVE FROM THE COPSE HILL FRONTAGE.

4. Traffic:
206 parking places within the development (20 places for employees of the Wolfson Rehabilitation Unit). Demand for additional parking from 2-car families, visitors and others would spill onto local streets. Proposed additional two-way entry to Copse Hill opposite Thurstan Road.
5. Open Land: 17 acres of open land to the south of the hospital are METROPOLITAN OPEN LAND (urban equivalent of Green Belt). Now confirmed at two Public Inquiries. The proposals seek to take part of this open land for new housing.
6. Impact on local services 
Rush hour traffic: Copse Hill congestion knocks on to Village /Raynes Park/ 200 bus service delayed. 
Doctors’ surgeries, Doctors’ surgeries, community nurses and schools community nurses and schools
Drains and sewers. Overspills have already occurred into playing fields.


This amounts to adding a new, long street to the community with no new facilities

THIS WILL AFFECT THE WHOLE AREA. IF YOU WISH TO OBJECT PLEASE WRITE BEFORE 3RD OCTOBER Richard Plume, London Borough of Merton, Civic Centre, Morden SM4 5DX (e-mail: Richard.plume@merton.cov.uk)

Councillors Margaret Brierly and John Bowcott, London Borough of Merton

Roger Casale MP, House of Commons, Westminster, London Sw1A OAA (e-mail: casaler@parliament.uk)

