I was very interested to find your web pages, as two of my sets 

of great-great-grandparents were involved in the development 

of the Atkinson Morley Hospital site.

I append some extracts from the diary of George and Gertrude Walker 

for 1862-63.

Possibly the only extract of any help to your campaign is the description of `a hundred nightingales' - see diary entries for 

26 and 29 May 1863  - but I wish you well in your attempts to 

preserve the conservation and public interests there.

Denis Mollison

PS  I have added an entry from the diary of a friend who visited them 

in October 1865, referring to George Walker's planning the building 

of Cottenham House.

Extracts from diary of George and Gertrude Walker, 1862-3

Note

They had moved into 12 Ridgway Place (now renumbered 53) in 1860. 

William Sim - a fellow merchant and close friend - bought Cottenham Park(formerly Prospect Place) in December 1862, but gave it up and moved north when his wife died very soon after they moved in.

Most of the estate was sold for the hospital (I wonder if Sim deliberately sought them out following his wife's death?), but two large sites were kept for a house for the Walkers (Cottenham, built ca 1867-8), and Copse Hill House (possibly originally for Sim?).

I've found various conflicting descriptions on exactly how and when the once huge (250 acres?) estate was split up and developed.  My guess is that William Sim just bought the 40 acres described in the previous paragraph, but I'd be interested if someone can tell me more.

1862

4 Mar
Mrs Sim came to reside in Wimbledon

28 Mar
Dined with Mrs Sim Linfield Road (should be Lingfield?)

4 Aug
Telegrams from Suez. Sim comes home by 24 July steamer.

11 Dec
[George] Walked over Cottenham Park with Sim, with a view 
to purchase.  Dined with Sim & his wife afterwards. ..

25 Dec
Xmas Day.  The Sims joined our family party.

30 Dec
Sim settled Woodslee - 1/2 share - in a very generous way. He    has bought Cottenham Park - Wimbledon - the finest place near London.

1863
18 Feb
Spent yesterday morning and this morning with Mrs Sim who has taken very ill.

21 Feb
Saw Mrs Sim who is still very weak. A lovely day, and George and Mr Sim spent the morning in Cottenham Park, where Mrs Elliot's protege the Gardener is engaged.

5 Mar
Sim has a Gardener (Scott) and 6 workmen in Cottenham Garden.

18 Mar
Mrs Sim in a very poor state of health came to Ridgway Place.  We are all very anxious about her.

23 Mar
[Gertrude] Mrs Sim left us today for Cottenham Park, in stronger health than when she came to us.

14 Apr
[George - at 2nd hand, he is in Scotland]

Mrs Sim prematurely confined at Cottenham Park of a daughter, which survives, and is thriving.  She is slightly better.

15 Apr
Gertrude writes that Mrs Sim is slightly better,except her throat which excites Dr Finch's most serious apprehensions.

2 May
[George - just returned from Scotland]


Saw Sim at 9 & remained till 12.  His dear wife dying.

3 May 
She died at 8 o'clock.

---

26 May
At tea with Sim and Miss Johnstone. [his wife's sister]


Afterward William and I walked in Cottenham, and in the woods


Heard the joyous song of a hundred nightingales.

29 May
At Cottenham Park with Sim, Miss Johnstone and Gertrude to hear the nightingales'melodious song.  They sang all around us, and near to us; and we were ravished with their most varied & melodious notes. They sang from 8 to 1/2 p.8, and ceased all in a moment!

4 Aug
Sim & Miss Johnstone dined with us.  He & I,with Willie & Georgie walked afterwards in Cottenham Park.  Old house nearly levelled. He thinks of settling north.

25 Oct
A bright magnificent day. After attending Church we all walked in Cottenham Park, and were charmed with the magnificence of the view.

16 Nov
We(Gertrude & I) arrived at Lannhall [Dumfries-shire]with Sandy & Annie on a visit to our good friend W Sim.  A most hospitable reception from him, and his sister-in-law, Miss Johnstone.  
Many things reminded us of our dear friend, Mrs Sim.  When we last knelt down together at prayers (as we did this evening) it was in the room in which she breathed her last.


The children of our host are rosy and healthy.  Flory, Willie, Trissy and the dear little baby, born a month before her mother died.

13 Dec
At church this morning.  George and the five church going children went to Cottenham after service.

21 Dec
Mr Sim came and stayed the night.

Extract from diary of James Scott Elliot, 1865

----------------------------------------------

Sun 15 Oct Came down to Wimbledon with G. Walker yesterday 2 pm, and stay here until tomorrow morning.

We walked to Cottenham after dinner yesterday to see the site on which he proposes to build, and a very pretty place it is, some splendid old Trees, and a good deal of wood.  
It has the elements of being a very nice place, and it will give Walker full occupation for some time to come.  He hopes to commence building on it in Feb. next.

...

It is a very cold disagreeable House where they are now, the walls so thin the cold seems to blow through them.

