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3rd April 2003

Dear LUNG Supporter and Contributor

You will, I hope, be pleased to hear that in pursuing the cause of protecting the Metropolitan Open Land (MOL) of the grounds of Atkinson Morley’s Hospital, LUNG has now formed a charitable company called Morley Park Trust.  The principal reason for my contacting you now is to advise you that Morley Park Trust exists, and that we shall be transferring funds to, and making payments from, Morley Park Trust for the future stages of the campaign, and thereafter.
Morley Park Trust is constituted so that, when the application has been approved by the Charity Commissioners, it will be able to take advantage of its charitable status, and will be strongly placed to acquire the MOL when St George’s Healthcare Trust disposes of the Atkinson Morley’s Hospital grounds. It is neither automatic nor inevitable that the grounds will come to Morley Park Trust, but that is our determination.  Work done by the Residents’ Associations over recent years and by LUNG since its formation in September 2002 has enormously strengthened the position of the local community in gaining recognition of local desires for the use of the land.  Merton’s planners fully support the aims and practical work of LUNG, and there has been promising discussion with St George’s Healthcare Trust.

Having acquired the MOL section of the AMH grounds, Morley Park Trust will manage it for the benefit of the local community, in perpetuity, as promised by LUNG when LUNG was set up.  Because LUNG is now well known, we shall continue to use the name LUNG alongside the name Morley Park Trust which in time replace will it, as Morley Park Trust is a more suitable name in the long-term for the organisation that will administer the grounds.  For a time, therefore, the two names will co-exist. 

Thank you very much for your donations to date.  We will keep you informed of matters as they proceed.  The real challenge has still to come, when St George’s Healthcare Trust reveals how it actually intends to dispose of the land, and how we stand with respect to a developer.  Only then will we know the sums that we have to raise.  The donations we have received to date have financed the campaign, raised awareness, established the local community as a force to be considered, and prepared for the long-term management of the grounds.  We shall be coming to you in due course, and we will, soon, be able to ask for those who are tax-payers to make their further contributions gift-aided.  From now on, all contributions should be made payable to Morley Park Trust.

Do please keep consulting the website, www.amhlung.org.uk .  It contains  much interesting material about the AMH site, and about LUNG’s awareness-raising activities. And do, please, continue to support the events and the campaign.

Yours faithfully,

Ralph Cake

