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National tree Week - Trees matter - Plant Them

Please publicise these events
Sat 26 Nov 11am–3pm Trafalgar Woodland Project Planting Day at Morden Pk
Come & help plant a community woodland for the borough and 

commemorate the Battle of Trafalgar
The event is organised by Trees for Cities

Entrance on Lower Morden Lane 
Join in the fun & improve your local environment

With special guest appearance from C4s 'City Gardener' Matt James
Hot refreshments & equipment provided

Sat 3 Dec 10am-1pm- Ravensbury Park, Morden
Celebrate National Tree Week & help the Friends of Ravensbury Park 
at another Community Workday to coppice, prune, litter pick & sweep paths
Suitable for all ages, 1–101 years! Children must be accompanied by an adult
Meet at the bridge over the R Wandle in the centre of the park - Grid ref: TQ267680
Tools and equipment available but wear stout shoes and gardening gloves. If you have them, bring either a broom, hoe, shovel, secateurs or wheelbarrow
LOCAL NEWS
Favourite Trees - THE WINNERS 2005
These are the first winners of the nominations received for the ongoing project:

1ST Californian laurel (Umbellularia californica)

Ravensbury Park near gate to paddling pool

2ND Copper or Purple beech (Fagus purpurea)

Atkinson Morley Hospital, Copse Hill, west of main building 

3RD English oak (Quercus robur)
Cannon Hill Common near pavilion

From the list of nominations that a panel of TWs prepared after visiting & photographing all the trees, the winners were decided by the 3 council's tree officers.
A recent display in Merton Link will be transferred to each local library starting in December at the new Raynes Park Library, to encourage interest in the project, which is in support of the Local Biodiversity Action Plan. 

We will ensure that libraries again have booklets available in April/May next year & will contact Friends groups & residents associations to encourage more nominations to be made in 2006 
Margaret Groves nominated the winning tree & was awarded a book, The Man Who Planted Trees by John Giono, written in 1953. ISBN 1 86046 117 4
tree nursery

The new tree nursery is up and running (allotment plot no 101 at Martin Way Leisure Garden west side near junction of Martin Way, Bushey Rd). 
Local provenance acorns and sweet chestnut are already planted. Please pot-up surplus seedlings from your garden (if native species) & bring them along or ring Jane who will collect. We particularly want evergreens eg English yew & holly.
FRIENDS OF CANNON HILL COMMON

For the 3rd year, the Friends planted native trees & shrubs on the Parkway side of the woodland to enrich the species mix & screen the dying elm. Members of the residents association & some MTWG members tuned out to help.
FRIENDS OF PARKS

MTWG was invited to the recent meeting attended by  representatives of the Friends of Parks.
Atkinson Morley Hospital 

To no avail, local resident groups opposed the application questioned the impact of the development on numbers of trees to be felled, the affect on Metropolitan Open Land, housing density & other issues but the application was approved last month by the planning committee. Perhaps you have seen the storm of protest in the local press.

The Tree Officer Rose Stepanek,, with responsibility for trees in relation to planning applications, advised in the officers' report that houses shown adjacent to the tree should be omitted from the scheme to protect an excellent beech tree.

Although approved, the scheme presented may not be the built but future revisions would need the approval of the council. 

It won't be lost on some, that the 2nd prize Favourite Tree is one which will be harmed if the proposed development goes ahead. So enjoy this tree while it remains in good heart.

REGIONAL/NATIONAL NEWS

Surrey Tree Warden Training

Sat 10 Dec. Coppicing with the Surrey TWs at Merrow (a day of graft)  Mince pies, mulled wine a must
 
Sat 7 Jan. Work at Peasmarsh Woods, removing fences, path clearance, planting acorns & possibly bridge building

TREE COUNCIL'S REGIONAL FORUM

The recent Forum at Gatton Park was well attended by MTWG members. The speakers were:

 1) Margaret Lipscombe Director of Urban Community Projects (see item below) 2) Derek Patch of The Tree Advice Trust 3) Archie Miles photographer & author of Silva The Tree in Britain
After lunch we had workshops: 1) Tree Management, 2) Tree  Selection & Planting  3) Tree photography

TREE COUNCIL'S 15TH BIRTHDAY

Merton Council was invited to attend the celebration held at the Houses of Parliament in October to mark the 15th year of the National Tree Warden Scheme. Dave Lofthouse and MTWG member Rita Hockey attended & met friends from other groups
TREE COUNCIL - URBAN GROUPS

As reported in the summer edition of The Tree Guardian, Director of Urban Community Projects Margaret Lipscombe has been appointed to 'engage & empower local communities in high-density population areas to improve & look after their local treescape'. Her post is funded by a grant from the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister (ODPM) Special Grants Programme (SGP) and is welcomed by MTWG, which was one of the first urban groups.

She was interested to know of the efforts MTWG made for Merton's trees when Jane met her at a recent meeting of the Surrey Tree Warden Network (STWN).

She will encourage the setting up of new groups, which will benefit MTWG.
REMINDER
Subscriptions

A note to members only: 

Please send annual subscriptions (£5 per household) to the treasurer John Davis at his address with the slip at the bottom of newsletter. 
Membership cards will be issued on receipt.

To the treasurer:

MEMBER’s NAME:…………………………………………EMAIL……………………………………………………..
ADDRESS:………………………………………………………………………………TEL…………………….……….

I / We enclose £5 for this year’s MTWG subscription. Please drop me a membership card.

Suggestions and concerns I would like raised at the next committee meeting are:

Volunteer Co-ordinator: Jane Plant, 83 Bronson Road, London SW20 8DZ

Tel: 020 8543 0790, Email: jane.plant@which.net

Treasurer John Davis, Chestnut Cottage, 9 Cricket Green, Mitcham CR4 4LB

Tel: 020 8640 4578 Email: johndavis.wine@care4free.net
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

Cc: MTWG members, Council officers Chris Mountford, Dave Lofthouse, John Tweddle, Fred Taylor, Rose Stepanek, Nick Hammick, Lew Block, Adrian Hewitt, Martin Boyle, Councillors Linda Kirby, Philip Jones, Margaret Brierly, William Brierly, Dennis Pearce, Maurice Groves, Ex Cllr Ian Dysart, LWT Stephen Frank, FOE Auriel Glanville, Friend of Parks Groups at Ravensbury Pk, Morden Pk, Joseph Hood MPF, John Innes Soc, South Pk Gardens, Colliers Wood Open Spaces, John Innes Soc, Dundonald Pk,, Cannon Hill Cm, Haydons Rd Rec Gd, Lewis Rd,, Tamworth Figges Marsh, The Post's Ben Clover, Local Guardian's Jo Bowrick, STWN Ray Thorn, TC Margaret Lipscombe

_1073039800

