PLANNING APPLICATIONS 04/2678 AND 04/2684

(Former Atkinson Morley’s Hospital and Firs Site, Copse Hill, SW20).

REASONS FOR OBJECTION.

94 new homes – mainly flats in Copse Hill.

PLEASE WRITE BEFORE THE END OF FEBRUARY.

THE SCHEME CONFLICTS WITH A NUMBER OF EU, GOVERNMENT & LOCAL AUTHORITY POLICIES AND MERTON’S PLANNING BRIEF.

IT SHOULD BE REFUSED FOR THE FOLLOWING REASONS:

· HOUSING DENSITY IS MORE THAN DOUBLE THAT OF THE NEIGHBOURHOOD AND SUITABLE ONLY FOR A TOWN CENTRE WHERE THERE IS READY ACCESS TO PUBLIC TRANSPORT.

· THE PARKING PROVISION IS FAR LESS THAN REQUIRED OR PERMITTED AND WOULD RESULT IN OVERSPILL OF PARKED CARS INTO THE WHOLE AREA.
· THE CHARACTER OF THE COPSE HILL CONSERVATION AREA WOULD BE COMPLETELY CHANGED AND THE LOCAL INFRASTRUCTURE OVERBURDENED.
· 78% OF AFFORDABLE HOUSING IS CRAMMED INTO TWO LARGE BLOCKS OF FLATS ON THE FIRS SITE – TOTALLY AT VARIANCE WITH ACCEPTED POLICIES THAT AFFORDABLE HOUSING SHOULD BE INTEGRATED WITHIN A NEW DEVELOPMENT.
· MOL. METROPOLITAN OPEN LAND IS THE URBAN EQUIVALENT OF GREEN BELT. BUILDINGS ARE NOT PERMITTED TO DOMINATE THE OPEN AREAS BY DEVELOPMENT WHICH IS TOO CLOSE TO THE BOUNDARY.
THE SCHEME “STEALS” THE OPEN LANDS BY:

 - USING MOL AS CAR PARKING FOR THE DEVELOPMENT

 - ENCLOSING OPEN LAND BY PLACING BUILDINGS ON THE BOUNDARIES

 - PREVENTING PEDESTRIAN ACCESS AND VIEWS INTO THE MOL BY    
    HIGH DENSITY DEVELOPMENT. 

· CONSTRUCTION OF A HA-HA WITHIN THE MOL AS PRIVATE 

·  GARDENS FOR THE DEVELOPMENT 

- ALLOCATION OF PRIVATE GARDEN FOR THE WOLFSON RU TO 

   COMPENSATE LAND TAKEN FROM WOLFSON FOR DEVELOMENT

WE URGE YOU, YOUR NEIGHBOURS AND FRIENDS TO WRITE, OBJECTING TO THE PROPOSALS.

Please write to:

Michaela Mercer, Environment and Regeneration Dept, London Borough of Merton, MORDEN, SURREY, SM4 5DX.

Or e-mail to:

· michaela.mercer@merton.gov.uk
· steve.clark@merton.gov.uk
· andrew.judge@merton.gov.uk
· philip.jones@merton.gov.uk
· casaler@parliament.uk
· SSAHammond@aol.com

