18 June 2003

Dear Mr. Hamilton

At Monday’s meeting you discussed “boarding up” and securing the AMH site, including the woodlands and fields. Local residents share your concerns about security and also have ideas on how this can best be achieved. 

We would like to suggest:

· That the footpath should be left open and lit. People will gain access to the site pretty much regardless of security measures, so the retention of the footpath is not an additional hazard. Indeed it could be an advantage as it is one of the many ways in which local residents will keep an eye on the site. What hopefully your security staff can prevent is:

· access into or close to buildings

· vehicular access to the site. Local residents and the Trust share the fear of travellers getting onto the site. Wimbledon Commons Conservators have recently experienced a very expensive exercise to remove such unwanted incursion.

        Despite its size, there are few access points for vehicles.

· We believe that pedestrians will gain access regardless of boarding or fencing the fields (existing boundary treatment has been cut down and other park boundaries have been destroyed). If the fields are left unboarded, existing surveillance from locals from both footpaths remains.(We fear that if children were to clamber into a boarded up area – or abduction take place, there would be no “eyes on the street” to assist with security).

· The real danger could arise from vehicles entering from Cottenham Park Road or Copse Hill.

Travellers are very experienced at breaking into secured properties, so gates or fencing are not likely to be real deterrents. It would require steel bollards or their equivalent at Cottenham Park Road and immediately to the south of the bus turning circle. (You will recall that heavy vehicles were able to access the rear of the Wolfson in order to clear sewage spills, so the north/south route would need to be closed as far to the north as possible).

· We recognise that a problem would then remain for Wolfson staff who may have used the MOL for parking – but perhaps this can be addressed by use of the northern AMH car park close to Copse Hill, since, presumably, the buses will be continue to use the entry and exit points.

Would you please kindly keep us informed of the security measures which you plan to put in place and contact numbers for security contractors which we can circulate to local residents in order to maintain maximum vigilance. The policing of this area is covered by the Wimbledon and Raynes Park Beat Police Officers, since the property lies on the Ward boundary; we shall be happy to liaise with them.

Pat Keith.

