FYI

MERTON COUNCIL BRIEFING NOTE 18.7.03.

Trees on Atkinson Morley's Hospital site

1. The Health Trust commissioned an arboriculturalist (Mr. Bashford) to
examine and report on the condition of the trees last Autumn.  The trees
were inspected in October and November of 2002.  At a 19th June meeting with
myself, and Steve Clark, Merton's Head of Planning, Ian Hamilton, Chief
Executive of St George's NHS Trust raised the issue of trees that he had
been advised were dangerous. It was agreed to try and resolve the issue.
The Trust were advised that there should be further discussion with the
Council's tree officers before any application were made to remove the
allegedly dangerous trees.

2. The Council's Tree Officer (Ms Stepanek) was contacted on Monday 7th
July by Mr. Bashford, the consultants arboricultural expert and advised that
he intended to seek the removal of the 12 sweet chestnut trees located along
the frontage of the site using the emergency 5 day procedure (which allows
the removal of trees protected by a TPO without the full consultation period
if they are dead, dying or dangerous).  Ms Stepanek met Mr. Bashford on site
on Wednesday 9th July to discuss this matter.  He advised that he had
examined these trees in October/November of 2002 and had monitored the trees
since then.  He now considers them so dangerous that he is applying under
the emergency procedure for their removal.  He provided Ms Stepanek with
some written evidence of these tests but indicated that the rest of the
information would follow with the formal notification of these works.  Ms.
Stepanek endeavoured to persuade him to submit a formal notification to
remove these trees using the normal procedures which would allow us
sufficient time to discuss the information he had before him but he was not
willing to do this.  The Council received formal notification of the 5 day
period for the removal of these trees on Wednesday 16th July.

3. In the meantime the Council's tree officers (Ms. Stepanek, Mr.
Mortensen and Mr. Lofthouse) visited the site and carried out a visual
assessment of these trees.  It was recognised that these trees are not in
the best of health but considered that if properly managed they could be
retained.  The Council employed an independent arboricultural consultant to
carry out a survey of these trees, which included climbing the trees and
carrying out test drilling into the trees.  His report has been received by
the Council and he indicated that in his view these trees could be retained
with sufficient management to ensure that they remain in a safe condition.
It is his view that none of them is in immediate danger of falling down.
His report has been passed to the Council's solicitor and she was instructed
to seek an injunction preventing the removal of these trees today.

4. Mr Bashford was advised that we would be seeking an injunction to
prevent the felling of the trees. The Trust have now given the Council an
undertaking that it will not fell or procure the felling of the 12 sweet
chestnut trees referred to in CBA Ltd's notice to the council of 14th July
and pending the outcome of a formal application to the council for consent
to fell the trees and any subsequent appeal from the London Borough of
Merton's decision.

